Delayed behavioral effects of beta-casomorphin-7 depend on age and gender of albino rat pups.
Systemic administration of beta-casein heptapeptide beta-casomorphin-7 (YPFPGPI, 1 mg/kg daily) to 10-23-day-old albino rat pups produced delayed anxiolytic effects, which were more pronounced in female than in male rats. Experimental findings confirm our assumption on the important role of nutritional opioids in brain development in newborn mammals.